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SEC. 1293. SOUTH CHINA SEA INITIATIVE. 

Notwithstanding any provision of section 
1261, any assistance provided pursuant to 
subparagraph (A) of subsection (a)(1) of that 
section, or training provided pursuant to 
subparagraph (B) of that subsection, shall be 
provided in manner consistent with current 
law. 

SA 2057. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. 
MCCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1005. INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF DE-

PARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUDIT AND 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT PROC-
ESSES. 

(a) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT.— 
(1) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—The Secretary 

of Defense shall obtain from an entity inde-
pendent of the Department of Defense se-
lected by the Secretary for purposes of this 
section an assessment of the audit and finan-
cial management processes of the Depart-
ment. 

(2) COMPOSITION OF ASSESSMENT TEAM.—The 
assessment team used by the entity selected 
by the Secretary pursuant to paragraph (1) 
to conduct the assessment required pursuant 
to that paragraph shall be composed of indi-
viduals with extensive experience in audit 
and financial management of private sector 
and Federal agencies who are not currently 
participating in Financial Improvement and 
Audit Readiness (FIAR) activities for the De-
partment or affiliated with organizations 
who are supporting such activities. 

(3) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include the 
following: 

(A) A comparison of the audit and financial 
management processes of the Department 
with the audit and financial management 
processes of other appropriate Federal agen-
cies, and appropriate private sector entities, 
including the qualifications of officials re-
sponsible for audit oversight and compli-
ance, for purposes of identifying best prac-
tices to be adopted by the Department for its 
audit and financial management processes. 

(B) An analysis of the progress and invest-
ments made by the Department under its Fi-
nancial Improvement and Audit Readiness 
Plan, and a comparison of such progress and 
investment with the progress and invest-
ments made by other Federal agencies and 
appropriate private sector entities in audit 
and financial management processes, for 
purposes of determining the extent to which 
Department progress on financial manage-
ment and audit readiness is consistent with 
results achieved by other appropriate Fed-
eral agencies and appropriate private sector 
entities. 

(C) An identification of recommendations 
on policies and management and other ac-
tivities that could be undertaken by the De-
partment to enhance its audit and financial 
management processes in order to obtain and 
maintain clean audit opinions of its finan-
cial statement as effectively and efficiently 
as possible. 

(4) ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—The Secretary 
shall ensure that the entity conducting the 
assessment required by paragraph (1) has ac-

cess to all the information, data, and re-
sources necessary to conduct the assessment 
in a timely manner. 

(5) REPORT.—The Secretary shall require 
the entity conducting the assessment re-
quired by paragraph (1) to submit to the Sec-
retary and the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the assessment by not 
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

(b) TRANSMITTAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after receiving the report described in sub-
section (a)(5), the Secretary shall transmit 
the report to Congress, together with the fol-
lowing: 

(1) An analysis by the Secretary of the 
findings and recommendations of the report. 

(2) A description of the response of the De-
partment to such finding and recommenda-
tions. 

(3) Such other matters with respect to the 
audit and financial management processes of 
the Department as the Secretary considers 
appropriate. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on June 16, 
2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate, on 
June 16, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD–430 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Achiev-
ing the Promise of Health Information 
Technology: What Can Providers and 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Do To Improve the 
Electronic Health Record User Experi-
ence?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on June 16, 2015, at 10 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Federal Real Prop-
erty Reform: How Cutting Red Tape 
and Better Management Could Achieve 
Billions in Savings.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 16, 2015, at 2:45 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND 
INTERNATIONAL CYBER SECURITY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations Sub-
committee on East Asia, the Pacific, 
and International Cyber Security be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on June 16, 2015, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Strategic Implications of Trade Pro-
motion and Capacity-Building in the 
Asia-Pacific Region.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that MAJ Rick 
Trimble, an Army fellow in my office, 
be granted the privilege of the floor for 
the remainder of the year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
17, 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
June 17; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day; that following leader 
remarks, the Senate be in a period of 
morning business for 1 hour, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein, and 
that the time be equally divided, with 
the Democrats controlling the first 
half and the majority controlling the 
final half; lastly, that all time during 
morning business and the adjournment 
of the Senate count postcloture on the 
substitute amendment No. 1463. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senator DURBIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Illinois. 

f 

KING V. BURWELL DECISION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, there is 
a case pending before the U.S. Supreme 
Court that is being followed very close-
ly. It is the case of King v. Burwell. It 
is a case that really is challenging one 
of the fundamental premises of the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

The Affordable Care Act was passed 4 
or 5 years ago here in the Senate and in 
the House and signed by President 
Obama. Because of it, over 11 million 
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